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On July 20, after a 41-day strike, nearly 1,000 employees forced their way into the Ford Motor
Company plant in Sao Bernardo do Campo, and commenced smashing and setting fire to vehicles
and equipment. Military police arrived within 15 minutes, and quelled the uprising. Fifty vehicles
and a large quantity of equipment were destroyed. Ford and Volkswagen subsidiaries in Latin
America are administered by a holding company known as Autolatina. On July 22, the Autolatina
management announced that its Ford plant in Sao Bernardo do Campo (SP) will function normally
Monday. Company spokespersons said 100 workers who were fired in June, and another 10 who had
been laid off, were responsible for the violence. On July 22, Autolatina's corporate affairs director,
Miguel Jorge, said the Sao Bernardo do Campo Metalworkers' Union will face criminal charges
for damages. According to Jorge, the Ford plant has lost $150 million result of the strike. Union
president Vicente Paulo da Silva said the workers decided to invade the plant grounds because the
company withheld paychecks of strikers, and of workers who had not participated in the strike. Da
Silva said the union understood the decision not to pay strikers, "but failing to pay the non-strikers
is a provocation." Da Silva asserted that the workers' reaction was one of desperation, and that the
union did not suggest nor organize the July 20 incident. Finally, da Silva said the union would take
legal action against Autolatina for the events of July 20. He added that all conflict and violence could
have been avoided had the company responded to unionized workers' wage demands in the same
fashion as did other automakers, i.e., negotiations, and refraining from firing employees. (Basic data
from Folha de Sao Paulo, 07/21/90; AFP, 07/22/90; Jornal do Brasil, 07/23/90)
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